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'F HE WORK. This ſmall Treatiſe has been principally compiled from the beſt Authorities; and, as I am ſenſible how extremely difficult 
I it is to eſcape Cenſure, however correct the Performance; I expect, in advancing the following Obfervations, to incur the Diſpleaſure of many 

Maſters, whoſe Writings, when juſtly ſcrutinized, will be found to admit of great Improvements : and leſt they ſhould, in Vindication of their own _ 

Inaccuracies, depreciate theſe Rules; I have been particularly cautious to inſert ſuch only, reſpecting the Formation of Letters, as may aſſuredly 
be depended on, and will bear the niceſt Criticiſm, 55 e De CH | - „„ | ine 


INT RODUCTI ON. It muſt be acknowledged, that every Art has peculiar Characters, preſcribed Rules and real Beauties to recom- 
mend it. Penmanſhip, being univerſal, neceſſarily requires the Eſtabliſhment of a Standard for Imitation: or arbitrary Practice would expoſe 


it to ſuch Alterations as to deſtroy not only that perfect Uniformity which conſtitutes Elegance, but alſo thoſe intelligible Forms of Letters which | 
are in ener e. I ES | : . : e : 5 505 


_ PROJECTION of the ALPHABET. The Execution and Projection of the Alphabet, and the ſubſequent Rules deduced from it, I 
fatter myſelf, will be found the beſt deſigned that have ever appeared: they convey an Hluſtration of eftabliſhed Precepts which will prove advan- 
= 5 way: both to young Practitioners, and thoſe who from wrong Information early ſuggeſted to them, and injudieious Practice, labour under many 
Obſtructions to Excellence with which they are unacquainted. | 25 | VVV | Men, | 


LETTERS ſhould be plain and fimple ; becauſe better adapted for Expedition, All complicated Forms ſhould be avoided : for, unleſs intro- 


duced very judiciouſly, they will deſtroy that pleaſing Regularity which commands Admiration, and rather impede than facilitate the Attainment, 


5 ROPORTION. The little Preciſion that is obſerved as to the exact Width of Letters renders a Work of this Kind the more ne- 
ceſſary, their 23 ſpecified and limited Proportions is indiſputable; and to deviate from them implies Inattention, a Want of Ability, or Igno- 


rance. Whoever aſſerts the contrary, would do well to peruſe the Works of the different Penmen that have written on the Subject, and he will 
find the Projection here preſented, clearly exhibits their Sentiments perfectly united. | | | | 


OBJECTION. It may probably be obſerved by ſome, that ſuch Accuracy cannot be attended to in writing e e and is conſe - 
uently unneceſſary. I would reply, that the greateſt Accuracy and Attention are abſolutely requiſite, both in the Maſter and Scholar, that the 

Characters may be deſcribed properly; and Practice will render them familiar. If theſe Particulars are not adhered to, I am perſuaded, that 

whatever Freedom may be accompliſhed, unleſs Proportion aecompanies it, Penmanſhip will be incomplete. VV e 


LY 


5 7 1 1 1 

SLOPE, I have examined the various Productions of modern Penmen whoſe Performances have rendered them conſpicuous, and do nor 
find a preſcribed Slope, each having deviated from that anciently recommended, viz. the Side of an Equilateral Triangle. This Innovation being 
juſtly approved of, has ſanctioned diſcretional Liberties reſpecting it. Whether the Inclination of the Stroke be 58, 56 or 54 Degrees, is totally 
optional: I have adopted the laſt: it appears to me conſiſtent and natural; as I find the Running-Hands uſually flope much more than the 


Writing Youth perform in general. This however muſt be attended to, that every Letter may be as nearly in the ſame Direction, as the moſt 
diſcerning Eye can diſcover. | _— Rl rr ood ki fry e | re MR = 


CAPITALS and. FIGURES. With Regard to their proper Shape, I adviſe a Learner to imitate good Examples in Preference to any 
ſpecified Rules, which cannot poſſibly convey ſufficient Directions for regular and well-proportroned Forms; and ſhall only obſerve, that the Height 
of Capitals ſhould be equal to the looped Stems of Letters, and the Figures rather larger than the Writing, to render their Appearance conſpicuous. 


MASTER. The Choice of a Maſter is a Conſideration of the utmoſt Importance, as Correctneſs and Freedom cannot be obtained but by 
imitating the beſt Penmen. He ſhould be well verſed in the Principles of the Art he profeſſes to teach, and (however it may have been neglected) 
endeavour to inculcate them in the Minds of his Pupils, that they may be accuſtomed early to aſſume a confiſtent and eligible Manner. Habits 
proper or improper are eaſily contracted on commencing to write, and by Cuftom ſo ſtrongly impreſſed, as to render it a Difficulty ever to obviate 
them: and the longer a Perſon is accuſtomed to a diſapproved Method, there will be the, leſs Probability of his acquiring a right one. A Maſter's 
Merit is the more eſſential, as his ſuperior Abilities excite Emulation in his Scholars: they imitate him with Alacrity, and acquire a true Taſte for 
Writing, not otherwiſe attainable, _ e 2 | Fe 5 | . | | . 


It is with Pleaſure I obſerve the great Improvement made in Penmanſhip within the two laſt Centuries, and eſpecially ſince the Round Hands have 
been adopted in all Mercantile Concerns, Buſineſs and Profeſſions. What greater Improvements remain to be made, Time and Induſtry will de- 
termine. It is not improbable, but that future Ages may exceed this, as this has the paſt, and that Methods till more advantageous may yet be 
diſcovered ; how far the ſucceeding Pages may conduce to ſo valuable a Purpoſe, I ſubmit to candid Inſpection. The great 3 1 have expe- 
fienced in their accelerating the Progreſs of my Scholars, and the frequent Solicitations to publiſh them, are ſufficient Inducements for their being 
eItank, | | | es 5 | „ | 
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